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SATYAGRAHA HARTAL NEXT SUNDAY

FASTING FOR 24 HOURS AND RELIGIOUS DEVOTION IN EVERY HOME

BROTHERS AND SISTERS,

Bombay has borne with great calmness the separation of Mr,
Horniman. The long-sustained calmness observed by Bombay
under unendurable circumstances had demonstrated its capacity for
self-restraint. But the discussions at the meetings of the Satyagraha
Sabha and reports of popular discussions show that the minds of
the people are by no means appeased. They are desirous of publicly
expressing their grief and feelings in some way or other. The
desire is and must be irrepressible. The people^ will never forget
what Mr. Horniman has done for them. He has given thenx a
new life, anew hope and there is no doubt that they have remained
calm in the hope that an occasion would be provided for them
to mark their pure affection for Mr, Horniman. The Satyagraha
Sabha last night decided after mature deliberation that next Sunday,
llth instant, should be the day of observance of hartal, fasting for
24 hours reckoning from previous evening, and private religious
devotion in every home.
The first suggestion, i.e., hartal, is applicable to the city of
Bombay. In times of unrest, such as we are passing through, it
does not seem proper to declare hartal, in other places. Not to
observe it in other places is for the people thereof an act of self,
restraint and in the city of Bombay, too, it is to be confined to
independent business men. Those who are employed in public
or private offices are in no way to suspend business unless they
obtain leave. There should be no pressure exerted upon anybody,
no force used against anyone with a view ,to ^ inducing suspension.
For suspension brought about by force is no suspension, for a mind
acted upon by force continues to contemplate the act from which
it is restrained by force. We are bound not only not to interfere
with a man who wants to open a shop or a ghariwalla who wishes
to ply for hire, but to afford him every protection. J hope that
both men and women in Bombay and elsewhere who have no
religious or medical objection will observe the fast and devote the
day to religious contemplation and try to understand the true
nature of satyagraha by recalling the illustrations of Satyagraha